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Cooperative Learning (CL) Activities

in University English Classes

(REBZERAVRETOBREFE)

Kumiko Fushino, Tokyo Keizai University

Key Words: English, CL, principles, activities, University

This workshop is designed mainly for University English teachers
and will be conducted in English.

Group and pair work has been increasingly used in university
English classes in Japan because of the communicative English teaching
movement and the necessity to develop students’ communicative
competence to help them become “Japanese who can use English”
(Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, 2002) in
the globalizing world. However, I occasionally hear that teachers
sometimes encounter difficulties when they try to have their students
work in groups in English. In other occasions, I hear some complaints
from students about the English lessons they are taking. I hope this
workshop will provide university English teachers with an opportunity to
think about how to organize group work more successfully by introducing
cooperative learning principles and some CL activities.

First, we will go over the basic principles of cooperative learning. In
particular, I will make clear the difference between ordinary group work
and CL group work. Then, I will briefly explain nine basic principles of
CL: 1. Positive Interdependence, 2. Individual Accountability, 3.
Promotive Interaction, 4. Social Skills, 5. Group Processing, 6.
Heterogeneous Grouping, 7. Maximum Peer Interaction, 8. Equal
Opportunity to Participate, and 9. Cooperation as a Value (based on



Jacobs, Power, and Loh, 2002).

Next, I will invite the participants actually to experience some CL
activities that I myself have been using in my own English classes. The
activities I would like to introduce are: 1. Let’s Find Common Things, 2.
Doubt, 3. Jigsaw, and if time permits, 4. Discussion on a Current Issue.

Then, I will introduce points to be checked when group work does not
function well. After that, participants will be encouraged to share their
use of group work and think together how to improve it by using the
guideline.

Although this workshop is designed for university English teachers
in mind, I believe secondary school teachers can also benefit from it.

References
Jacobs, G. M., Power, M. A., & Loh, W. 1. (2002). The teacher's sourcebook
for cooperative learning. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. (2002).
[FEEDME X D HARN] OBEROTZ D OEBHEIR DK EIZ OV T [On
planning a strategic scheme to cultivate “Japanese who can use
English]. Retrieved 2014. 8. 27, from
http://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/shingi/chousa/shotou/020/sesaku/020
702.htm
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